BREV FRA EDVARD EIDUM DATERT 23. MARS - 1948, TIL MRS. ALMA C.
WILSON, 102 WEST 5™ STREET, DELL RAPIDS, SO.DAK. KONVOLUTTEN HAR
ET RODT 20-ORES FRIMERKE MED LOVE, OG ET GRONT 1-KRONES
FRIMERKE MED KONG HAAKON VII I ADMIRALUNIFORM. DETTE
FRIMERKET KOM UT 7.JUNI-1946.

Narvik 23/3-1948
Vor kjere Alma og Mor Holm.

V1 har idag modtat Dit siste brev til oss. Og hjertelig takk Alma for De. Du er Den
flinkeste av alle til & skrive. Og serlig ventet Hanna med leengsel pa Dette brev. Ja nu
begynder vi sa smat a forstd sammenhengen i De hele. Vi har vert helt uvidende om alt
Dette, indtil jeg fik hgre av Laura, at Axel og Olav hadde mere sig imellem end vi viste.
Olav var jo her hos oss i besgk i fjor sommer, og jeg har vart bade hoss Axel og Olav
flere gange. Men ikke et ord er sagt til mig eller oss om Disse penger. Men du vet Alma
at John sendte lidt til Gusta vor Datter, og til Herborg, og lidt til Misjonen som Axel
skulle ordne med. Og lige efter Dette sa far jeg et brev fra John, og da sier han i brevet at
han har sendt, og vil sende lidt mere penger til Norge. Og Axel skal ornne med De, og la
Dem fordele pa en retfeerdig mate. Nu skal Du hgre. De gjgr mig ont a hgre at John har
handlet slik bak sin hustrus rygg. Og nu forstar vi at vi er satt bak lyset hele tiden bade
av Axel og Olav. Nu fik vi for en stund siden brev fra Olav. Og Da sier han at han og
Axel og Laura skulle Da mgtes, og ordne op med Disse penger. Og Da sier han i brevet
skal ogsa Du Hanna fa Din Del. Men sa ikke noget om hvor meget De var. Da sier han
at pengerne er i Norges Bank Trondhjem. Noen Dage efter sa far vi brev fra Axel at
pengerne er i Stjgrdals Sparebank. Sa far vi atter brev fra Laura, og hun sa at pengerne er
i Norges Bank. Da begynte jeg a tro, at De ma vare noget som vi ikke vet. Jeg synes at
De begynner a se lidt rart ut Dette. Hvorfor skulle alt ga sa hemmelig for sig? Og
hvorfor skulle Dem na&kte, og si til oss at Dem ingenting hadde fatt? Vi har forstatt at
Olav er forn@rmet pa mig og Hanna, fordi at vi skriver til Amerika. Ja vi er Direkte
besjylt for at vi har utspionert bade John medens han levet, og ligeséd Dig Alma. Bade jeg
og Hanna syntes at De var sa ont, at vi vilde helst grate begge. De er vell knapt nogen jeg
har funnet en stgrre fortrolighed for end Alma Wilson. Og om hun hadde vert mig sa
nare, sa ville jeg gjerne ha trykket hende ind til mit bryst. Da Olav sa i brevet til oss, at
Axel skulle senne Hanna De som falt pa hende, sa blev Hanna sé glad, at hun lante sig
500,00 kroner for & kjgpe en gave til Mindedagen De skulde vare en overraskelse
sjgnner Dere. For hun var sd sikker pa, at pengerne kom, nar Dem sa De. Men nu er De
ligesom Dem vet ikke riktig hvad Dem skal si. Hanna som sitter Der syk, og med store
smerter i fgtterne blev sa harm, at hun sat lenge pa stolen og Dirret og grat. Hun forstod
ikke hvad hun skulle tro om sine brgdre. Men jeg trgstet hende sé gatt jeg kunde. Vi har
nu levet sammen i 50 dr, og Gud har sgrget for oss indtil idag. Og vi har kommet oss
igjennem indtil Dette gieblik.

Aa nei kjere Alma. Vi sjgnner ikke at John kunde behandle bade Dig og Mor pa en sa
kald og likegyldig mate. Hvem har gjort mere rett for pengerne end Du? Og hvem skulle
ha blit passet bedre end Din kjere gamle Mor? Og heller ikke forstér jeg at Olav, som
skulle vite om dette, at De er du som har ofret Dig helt for Dem, hjulpet Dem bade i et og



annet, og at Du intet skal ha for Dit streev. Men Alma. Den sa&d Du Derved har saet vil
allikevel en dag, bare sin frukt. Di roser Du Derved har lagt pa foran en andens Dgr, vil
tilslut bli en Palmelund(?) runt Dit lune kammer. Jeg har meget som jeg gjerne vilde
skrive om. Men De far vel veare til vi opner oss helt for hverandre. Men Alma, la Dette
vere bare oss imellem, sa kan Du tro at jeg har Da erfaret noget i Verden jeg ogsa. Ja ja.
Vi kan Desverre ikke gjgre noget til, Da vi tror at Dem har sat oss helt bak lyset. Hils din
Mor Alma og si, at jeg har forsgkt a fa rede pa hvor mange Dollar De er kommet til
Banken fra John Holm. Men de er umulig a fa vite. Banken holder De hemmelig og
Axel og Olav har ikke engang sagt at Dem har fatt noget. Men Dere kan tro at jeg
herefter vil fglle Dem lidt mere i semmerne. Ja vi har De forresten som vanlig. Her var
en masse folk pa vor Gullbryllupsdag. Og vi gnsket bare at vore kjaere Der borte, skulle
ha vert sammen med oss. Gud velsigne eder, og ver venlig hilset fra oss. Skriv snart ijen
Alma, og jeg vil svare med en gang. Men vi vil vere taus.

E. Eidum box 68

Tusen takk Alma for billederne vi fik av John i sin kjiste. Han la som han sov i kisten.

Inni brevet la det noen avisutklipp i forbindelse med gullbryllupet:

Gullbryllup

I morgen, 12. mars, kan malmveier Edvart Eidum og hustru Hanna, Narvik, feire
gullbryllup. Brudeparet er fra Hegra i Stjgrdalen, men har bodd i Narvik siden 1913.
Edvard Eidum var bare 7 &r gammel da han forlot hjemmet. I 14 ar drev han
slakterforretning 1 Stjgrdalen, inntil ekteparet fant ut at de skulle reise til den nye byen
her inne i Ofoten. Eidum har vart beskjeftiget ved jernbanen siden han kom hit, fgrst
som pusser pa lok-stallen, og i de siste arene som malveier, hvilket han fremdeles er.
Ekteparet kan glede seg over at alle deres 10 barn lever. Ni av barna er gift, de har 10
barnebarn og 2 barnebarnsbarn.

Ekteparet er ivrige medlemmer av metodistsamfunnet, og Eidum har ogsa vert predikant
der. Begge er hgyt aktede mennesker i vart bysamfunn, og vi sender dem vare beste
hilsener og gratulasjon pa gullbryllupsdagen.

Navn pa de 10 barna:

Ole Johan (gift med Ragna Jorgine Austad)
Karen (gift Austvold)

Olaf (gift med Alvilde)

Gusta Marie (gift Nyborg, febr.-1949, en snekker fra Oslo)
Erling Modulf (gift med Margit Stokke)

Lyder Georg (gift med Bergliot)

Agodt Synngve (gift med Johan Spberg)

Sverre Gerhard (gift med Svanhild)

Baltzer (gift med Hilma Bugge)

Hilma Eugenie (gift med Ole Lindegren, svensk).



Barnebarn:
Oles barn:
Borgny, Kdre Valter (gift med Gudrun Hagen), Hugo, Ruth, Harald

Lyders barn:
Gerd, Ruth

Agodts barn:
Edvart, Gretha, Jan

Hilmas barn:
Frid Anne

Edvard og Hannas barnebarnsbarn:

Ole’s barnebarn:

Torild Vivian (datter til Kdare Valter)

ukjent (bortadoptert datter av Ruth)

Lillian (datter til Harald, Lillian fikk en datter Daniella Benini)

Det meste av informasjonen om barnebarn og barnebarnsbarn kommer fra Sigfrid
Eidum, Australia, sgnn av Torild Vivian.
Dessuten var det et lite avisutklipp hvor det stdr:

Motta herved vér hjerteligste takk for all oppmerksomhet som ble vist oss av slekt og
venner pa var gullbryllupsdag den 12. ds.

Hanna og Edv. Eidum.



LETTER FROM EDVARD EIDUM DATED MARCH 23 - 1948, TO MRS. ALMA C.
WILSON, 102 WEST 5™ STREET, DELL RAPIDS, SO. DAK. THE ENVELOPE HAS
A RED 20 @RE STAMP WITH LION, AND A GREEN 1 KRONE STAMP WITH
KING HAAKON VII WEARING HIS ADMIRALS’ UNIFORM. THIS STAMP CAME
OUT JUNE 7-1946.

Narvik 23/3-1948
Our dear Alma and Mother Holm

Today we’ve received Your last letter to us. And many thanks Alma for That. You are
The best of all at writing. And especially Hanna waited with longing for This letter.

Well now we’re starting to understand it all. We’ve been completely ignorant of all This,
until I heard from Laura, that Axel and Olav had more going on between them than we
knew. Olav was here to visit us last summer, and I’ve been to se see both Axel and Olav
several times. But not a word has been said to me or us about This money. But you
know Alma that John sent some to Gusta our Daughter, and to Herborg, and some to the
Mission which Axel was to arrange. And right after This I get a letter from John, and
then he says in the letter that he has sent, and will send some more money to Norway.
And Axel is to see to It, and have It distributed in a fair manner. Here’s how I feel. It
hurts me to hear that John has acted thus behind his wife’s back. And now we understand
that we’ve been kept in the dark the whole time both by Axel and Olav. A while ago we
had a letter from Olav. And Then he says that he and Axel and Laura were going to get
together, and get This money sorted out. And Then he says in the letter You Hanna will
also get Your Share. But didn’t say anything about how much It was. Then he says that
the money is in Norges Bank Trondhjem. A few Days afterwards we get a letter from
Axel that the money is in Stjgrdals Sparebank (Savings Bank). Again we get a letter from
Laura, and she said that the money is in Norges Bank. Then I started to think, that There
must be something that we don’t know. I think This is starting to look a little strange.
Why did it all have to be so secretive? And why should They deny it, and tell us that
They had received nothing? We have understood that Olav is offended with me and
Hanna, because we’re writing to America. Yes we’re Right out accused of spying on
both John while he was a live, and likewise You Alma. Both Hanna and I thought This
was so hurtful, that we almost felt like crying both of us. There’s hardly anyone I’ve
found a better confidence in than Alma Wilson. And if she’d been close to me, I would
have liked to have pressed her to my breast. When Olav said in his letter to us, that Axel
was going to send Hanna her share, Hanna got so happy, that she borrowed 500 kroner to
buy a gift for the Memorial day (meaning their golden anniversary) It was going to be a
surprise You see. Because she was so sure that, the money was coming/ for 50 years, and
God has taken care of us until today. And we’ve gotten through until This moment.

Oh no dear Alma. We don’t understand that John could treat both You and Mother in
such a cold and indifferent way. Who has done more right for the money than You? And
who has been taken better care of than Your dear old Mother? Nor can I understand that
Olav, who ought to know about this, that It’s you who has devoted Yourself completely
to Them, helped them with both this and that, and then You’re not to get anything for
Your toil. But Alma. The seed You Thereby have sown will still one day, bear its fruit.



The roses You Thereby have put in front of someone else’s Door, will eventually become
a Palm court(?) around Your sheltered chamber. I have a lot I'd like to write about. But
It’1l have to wait until we open up completely to eachother. But Alma, let This stay just
between us, so You’d better believe that I have experienced a few things in this World
too. Well well. Unfortunately we can’t do anything, As we think They’ve kept us
completely in the dark (or fooled us completely). Greet your Mother Alma and tell her,
that I’ve tried to find out how many Dollars have come to the Bank from John Holm.
But’s it’s impossible to find out. The Bank keeps It secret and Axel and Olav haven’t
even said that They’ve gotten anything. But You’d better believe that I’ll keep a closer
eye on them from now on. Well otherwise we’re doing as usual. There were lots of
people here for our Golden Anniversary. And we only wished that our dear ones over
There, could have been with us. God bless you, and friendly greetings from us. Write
again soon Alma, and I’ll reply right away. But we will be silent.

E. Eidum box 68

Thank you very much Alma for the pictures we got of John in his coffin. He looked like
he was sleeping in the coffin.

In the letter there were a couple of newspaper clippings with regard to their Golden
Anniversary:

Golden Anniversary

Tomorrow, March 12, ore weigher Edvart Eidum and wife Hanna, Narvik, can celebrate
their golden anniversary. The couple is from Hegra in Stjgrdalen, but have lived in
Narvik since 1913. Edvard Eidum was only 7 years old when he left home. For 14 years
he ran a butcher shop in Stjgrdalen, until the couple decided they would go to the new
town here in Ofoten. Eidum has been employed by the railroad since he came here, at
first as a cleaner (car inspector?) at the engine shed, and in recent years as an ore
weigher, which he still is. The couple has the pleasure of having all of their 10 children
alive. Nine of the children are married, they have 10 grandchildren and two great
grandchildren.

The couple is active in the methodist society, and Eidum has also been a preacher there.
Both are highly esteemed people in our town society, and we send them our best wishes
and congratulations on their golden anniversary.

Names of the 10 children

Ole Johan (married to Ragna Jgrgine Austad)

Karen (married Austvold)

Olaf (married to Alvilde)

Gusta Marie (married Nyborg, Febr.-1949, a joiner from Oslo)
Erling Modulf (married to Margit Stokke)

Lyder Georg (married to Bergliot)

Agodt Synngve (married to Johan Spberg)



Sverre Gerhard (married to Svanhild)
Baltzer (married to Hilma Bugge)
Hilma Eugenie (married to Ole Lindegren, Swedish).

Grandchildren
Ole’s children
Borgny, Kdre Valter (married to Gudrun Hagen), Hugo, Ruth, Harald

Lyder’s children:
Gerd, Ruth

Agodt’s children:
Edvart, Gretha, Jan

Hilma’s daughter:
Frid Anne

Edvard’ and Hanna’s great grandchildren:

Ole’s grandchildren:

Torild Vivian (daughter of Kdare Valter)

Unknown (daughter of Ruth, adopted out)

Lillian (daughter of Harald, Lillian had a daughter Daniella Benini)

Most of the information on grandchildren etc. comes from Sigfrid Eidum, Australia, the
son of Torild Vivian.
There was also a little clipping that says:

Please accept our warmest gratitude for all the attentions shown to us by relatives and
friends on our golden wedding anniversary on the 12" of this month.

Hanna and Edv. Eidum.



